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 Grant Application Review Criteria

Grants are awarded in open competition on the basis of the following criteria: 

Humanities Content 
Are the humanities central to the project? Does the proposal clearly articulate the issues, questions, or themes to be 
addressed? Does the topic have current relevance, given the audience and location? Does the project allow for diverse 
points of view or responses?  

Personnel 
Are the humanities personnel right for this project, and are the scholars and other personnel involved well qualified for the 
roles they will play? Have they been involved in planning the project? 

Audience 
Do the applicants have a clear sense of the audience they are trying to engage in the project? Are the topic, format, venue, 
and schedule appropriate for the intended audience? 

Outreach 
Does the proposal include a clearly outlined and effective plan and adequate budget for attracting the intended audience? 
Do the outreach methods suit the intended audience? Is the plan realistic? 

Plan of Work 
Are the project's objectives clearly stated and achievable? Is the format workable and appropriate? Is the scheduling 
realistic? Are there enough people to pull it off, and is the ratio of volunteer to professional labor reasonable? 

Budget 
Do the project costs seem reasonable and justified? If additional funds are needed to complete it, is the plan for securing 
them feasible? Is the budget realistic in terms of the scale of the project and the anticipated results? 

Organization Capacity 
Does the sponsoring organization appear to have the capacity to implement the project successfully? Would this project 
take place without this grant? If a collaboration is involved, have both/all organizations made a commitment to the project? 

 Deadlines, Routines, & Procedures

Mass Humanities awards SIR Grants three times each year, and the deadline schedule is available online: 
masshumanities.org/grants/deadlines/.   

Applicants may submit an online inquiry form (LOI) at any time, but a SIR Grant LOI is due at least two weeks prior to the application 
deadline. If the project is eligible, staff will respond to the LOI with questions and suggestions. Once approved, each LOI/application 
is assigned to a staff member who works with the applicant as needed to develop the project and complete the application forms. 

All nonprofit and government organizations are eligible to apply. A nonprofit does not need to be a 501(c)(3), but it must have begun 
the registration process with the IRS or have a fiscal sponsor. If using a fiscal sponsor, the applicant should list the fiscal sponsor as 
the “sponsoring organization” in the online application system. 

Applicants may apply for only one grant at a time, and grantees may have only one grant open at a time. If you have an open grant, 
the final report must be submitted and approved no later than the application deadline. Applications from one organization— 
especially for the same or similar programs—submitted in successive years will be reviewed each time in competition with other 
proposals; continued funding cannot be promised. 

Notification of a SIR Grant award is approximately three weeks after submission. Funded events may take place no sooner than 30 
days after the date of grant award notification. SIR Grant projects are usually completed within six months. 

http://masshumanities.org/grants/deadlines/
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Asian Studies
Civics
Classics
Communications*
Comparative Literature
Criminology*
Economics*
Education
Environmental Studies
Ethics
European/Russian Studies
Film Studies
Folklore
Foreign Languages*
Gender Studies
General Humanities and Theory
Geography*
Geology*
Health & Medicine*
History
History: American
History: Local
History: Massachusetts
History: World
Immigration Studies
International Studies
Islamic Studies
Jewish Studies
Journalism
Jurisprudence
Labor Studies
Latin American Studies
Latino Studies
Library, Archive, Museum Studies
Linguistics
Literature
Literature in English (not American)
Literature: American
Literature: American (not in English)
Literature: Children's and Young Adult
Literature: Non-English
Literature: World
Lusophone Studies (Portuguese)
Media Studies
Medieval Studies
Middle Eastern Studies
Musicology
Native American Studies
Natural Sciences*
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Other Ethnic Studies
Performing Arts*
Philosophy
Physical Education*
Poetry
Political Science*
Psychology*
Public Administration*
Religion
Rhetoric
Science, Technology & Society*
Sociology*
Storytelling*
Theater (playwriting or dramaturgy)
Urban Studies
Women's Studies
Writing*

How will the project be organized?*
Please explain when and where the research will be done; how the scholar will have access to 
the collection(s); how the scholar will organize anticipated hours of work; plans for creating, as 
well as disseminating, the paper and annotated bibliography; plans for the culminating 
presentation; and any other pertinent logistical details.
Character Limit: 2000

Describe the expected audience.
SIR projects are meant to advance the interpretation of collections and to increase the visibility 
of small historical organizations. Research findings must be publicly available, and SIR projects 
culminate in a public presentation (usually a talk by the scholar, though comparable 
presentations/events may be considered). What audiences will this project attract? How will 
the project attract these audiences?
Character Limit: 1000

Why are you taking on this project?*
How does this project relate to your organization’s mission? Please include your organization’s 
mission statement and activities. The project should advance historical interpretation and 
increase visibility. Why should this collection be researched, explored, and presented? How 
might this project lead to the development of programming?
Character Limit: 2000

Describe your outreach and distribution plans.*
How will you publicize the project and grant from Mass Humanities? How will you make the 
project’s results available to the public? How will you use this project (and the paper and 
annotated bibliography) to advance the interpretation and presentation of the collection(s)? 
What is your publicity plan for the public presentation? What materials will you create?



http://masshumanities.org/files/grants/duns.pdf
http://masshumanities.org/files/grants/duns.pdf
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Project Director's Daytime Phone Number(s)*
Character Limit: 100

Name & Email Address of the Person Submitting this Application
If you are submitting this application and are NOT the Project Director, provide your first and 
last names and your email address. Otherwise, leave blank.
Character Limit: 250

Project Treasurer's First and Last Name:*
The Project Treasurer is the person who keeps track of project income and expenses, pays bills, 
and is responsible for financial documentation. The Project Director and Project Treasurer must 
be unrelated individuals.
Character Limit: 125

Project Treasurer's Position/Title
Character Limit: 125

Project Treasurer's Address*
Provide a mailing address that includes the city, state, and zip code.
Character Limit: 250

Project Treasurer's Email*
Character Limit: 125

Project Treasurer's Daytime phone number*
Character Limit: 125

Project Scholar’s First and Last Name*
The Project Scholar—usually from an outside institution—has an advanced degree in a relevant 
humanities field and in-depth knowledge of the subject matter.
Character Limit: 125

Project Scholar’s Position/Title*
Provide a professional title and/or position of the Project Scholar.
Character Limit: 100

Project Scholar’s Address*
Provide a mailing address that includes the city, state, and zip code.
Character Limit: 250

Project Scholar’s Email*
Character Limit: 125



http://download.cnet.com/PrimoPDF/3000-18497_4-10264577.html
http://masshumanities.org/grants/pdf-combine/
http://masshumanities.org/files/grants/onlineapp/eventtemplate.doc
http://masshumanities.org/files/grants/onlineapp/sir_statement.doc
http://masshumanities.org/files/grants/onlineapp/sir_statement.doc
http://masshumanities.org/files/grants/onlineapp/sir_budget.doc
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Signatures Document*
Download the application contract form to your computer. Complete the document with the 
signatures and information required. Scan as PDF or use the Fax-to-File service available in the 
Tools menu and upload the completed file here.
File Size Limit: 2 MB

For Submission: Complete the application including all the supporting materials. Fields marked 
with * are required. Click on the “submit” button to send your completed application to Mass 
Humanities by the deadline. 
For your records: For a complete finished application for your records, click on "print packet." A 
pdf will be generated of your entire application.

http://masshumanities.org/files/grants/onlineapp/sir_contractform.doc

