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2005 COMMONWEALTH HUMANITIES LECTURER

Beyond the Hyphen:
A Conversation with Ilan Stavans
On March 31, 2005 Ilan Stavans, the Lewis-Sebring
Professor of Latin American and Latino Culture at
Amherst College, delivered the 2005 Commonwealth
Humanities Lecture at the National Heritage Museum
in Lexington. Co-sponsored by the Foundation and
MassINC, publisher of CommonWealth magazine,
the Commonwealth Humanities Lecture recognizes a
Massachusetts scholar or writer for his or her contri-
butions to public understanding of civic life or public
affairs in Massachusetts.

Over the past decade, Ilan
has devoted himself to fur-
thering the understanding of
Latinos in the United States
in general, and in the state of
Massachusetts in particular.
On this subject, he has
taught some of the earliest
college courses and has given
many lectures across the
state. His goal, he has said,
is to “enlighten people about
the challenges of a multicul-
tural, multiracial, polyglot
society like ours.” He has
been heavily involved in
drawing attention to the
important role that minori-
ties, especially Latinos, play
in public life and civic
affairs, through his lectures,
his writings in newspapers
such as the Boston Globe,
his appearances on radio and
television (he is host of the PBS-WGBH program La
Plaza: Conversations with Ilan Stavans), his teach-
ing, his scholarship, and his research on Hispanics and
Jews in our state.

Ilan has written several canonical works, including
Growing up Latino (1993, in its thirteenth printing)
and The Hispanic Condition (1995). He has noted,
“I have made it my quest to approach the English
language as an instrument of democratic cohesion and
to understand the various ‘minority tongues’ used in
the United States that function as counterpoints of
sorts to Shakespeare’s tongue, among them—and pri-
marily—Spanglish.” Professor Stavans has published
the first dictionary of Spanglish, titled Spanglish: The
Making of a New American Language (2003, in its
fifth printing), and has debated in public the role lan-
guage plays in public life and civic affairs for African
Americans, Latinos, and other immigrant groups.

Ilan also has devoted his talent and energy to examin-
ing Jewish life in this country, publishing a number of

works, including The Oxford Book of Jewish Stories
(1998) and The Inveterate Dreamer (2001), as well
as The Schocken Book of Modern Sephardic
Literature. The subject of the Jewish contribution to
America is at the heart of Singer100, a series of thirty
national events that he organized with the support of
the National Endowment for the Humanities on the
occasion of the 2004 centennial of Isaac Bashevis
Singer’s birth.

Ilan Stavans was interviewed
for Mass Humanities by
Executive Director David
Tebaldi prior to the
Commonwealth Humanities
Lecture.

David Tebaldi: Your writing
on ethnic identity is an
unusual blend of cultural
criticism, historical analysis,
and reflection on your own
experience as a Jewish-
Hispanic-American. How
does your personal history
inform your scholarly work?

Ilan Stavans: In spite of
the way the Oxford English
Dictionary defines “identity”
(“the quality or condition
of being the same in sub-
stance”), I can’t think of a
more malleable word: it
changes as we change, and

vice versa. I come from a family of immigrants,
Ukrainians and Poles who settled in Mexico in the
early decades of the 20th century. And I’m an
immigrant myself, having moved to the United
States in 1985. An integral part of the immigrant
odyssey is the refashioning of the self: the person I
was prior to that crucial year and the person I am
today are dramatically different. My becoming an
American is, unquestionably, the most transform-
ing experience I’ve ever gone through. In my book
The Hispanic Condition, but especially in On
Borrowed Words, I’ve sought to map out the trans-
formation. I’ve done it from an interdisciplinary
perspective because I believe the disciplines we’re
taught about at school cannot be separated from
one another. Society is in constant fluidity and so
is our knowledge of it. I’ve also avoided endorsing
science as the only way to tabulate the world. Our
subjectivity is better in comprehending our circum-
stance than any lab experiment.
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Celebrating Three Decades of Bringing Ideas to Life

“LOOK BACKWARD and the world
reveals itself. The lives and events of any
single day can seem like wild fragments.
But slip on history’s eyeglasses and 
suddenly patterns and choreography
appear. Motives clarify. Progress—or its
absence—can be measured. Given the
time crunch of modern life, this kind of
long-range retrospection often suffers. So
it’s welcome news to have Mass Moments,
a daily almanac of state history presented
by the Massachusetts Foundation for the
Humanities. It’s a multimedia program
that can be accessed on the Web at
www.massmoments.org, heard on the
radio, or delivered in e-mails….

“Each day’s Mass Moment provides mate-
rial that sparks quests and questions. It
might be the 20,000 shoeworkers in Lynn
who purposely began a strike on George
Washington’s birthday, Feb. 22, in 1860.
Or it might be Angelina Grimke in
1838—more than 80 years before women
could vote—telling the Massachusetts
Legislature that slavery is indeed a
women’s issue because ‘We are citizens of
this republic, and as such, our honor,
happiness and well-being are bound up
in its politics, government, and laws.’ ...”

The Boston Globe, February 28, 2005

Conversation continued on page 7.

Flood Devastates Springfield 

March 21, 1836

Concord Women Cast First Votes

March 29, 1880
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THE HUMANITIES…

are what we do when we reflect upon our lives,
when we ask fundamental questions of value,

purpose and meaning. The Massachusetts
Foundation for the Humanities promotes the use

of history, literature, philosophy and the other
humanities disciplines to deepen our understand-
ing of the issues of the day, strengthen our sense
of common purpose, and enrich individual and
community life. We take the humanities out of

the classroom and into the community.

The Massachusetts Foundation for the
Humanities, a private, nonprofit, educational

organization, receives funding from the National
Endowment for the Humanities; the

Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state 
agency; and private sources.
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Morality and Public Policy
Recent media coverage of the embryonic
stem cell debate has rightly drawn atten-
tion to the profound moral questions
underlying the public policy issue. The
fundamental questions are whether a
human embryo is a human being and, if
so, what moral rights, if any, does it have.
Stem cell therapy has shown great promise
for treating debilitating and often fatal dis-
eases and thus for relieving vast amounts
of human suffering. Nevertheless, if human
embryos are morally equivalent to living
human beings, then it clearly would be wrong to destroy or
“kill” them in order to extract their stem cells. Our moral
system simply does not allow the involuntary sacrifice of
some individuals to improve or save the lives of others.

Behaving morally is a matter of paying due regard, in all
our deliberate acts, to the well-being of others. Morality
requires that equal interests be treated equally regard-
less whose interests they are. Some interests are more
important than others, but never because they are my
interests, or yours.

Virtually all public policy issues involve important moral
questions, although they may not lie so close to the sur-
face or be as emotionally charged as they are in issues like
abortion, capital punishment, and stem cell research. Civic
life would be well served if policy makers, the media, and
the public paid equal attention to the moral dimensions
of all public policy issues.

Consider education reform. As important as the question
whether our children are being educated to compete
effectively in a global economy is the question whether an
educational system that reproduces existing social and
economic inequalities and diminishes the life chances of
some while improving those of others is morally accept-
able. Why is there so much public discussion of the first
issue, and so little of the second?

Or consider affordable housing. Ever-increasing property
values are a mixed blessing. For those who already own
homes in communities where they wish to live, they are
generally a good thing. But they are not good for older
residents on fixed incomes who cannot afford additional
property taxes or for young people who have grown up in
and formed deep attachments to a community in which
they cannot afford to live and raise their own families.

The issues of education reform and affordable housing are
connected. Because the primary means of financing public
education in Massachusetts is the property tax, communi-
ties that have higher real estate values have more money to
spend on their schools. They have better facilities, higher
paid teachers, smaller classes, and a richer curriculum.
And this is true even though the residents of poorer com-
munities may actually pay a higher percentage of their
incomes to support education than residents of wealthier
communities (because the tax base is lower in poorer
communities, the tax rate must be higher to achieve the
same result). Is this fair?

Wealthy towns resist the development of affordable housing,
primarily through zoning restrictions, because affordable
housing attracts families with children. The children
must be educated, and the property taxes paid by these
families are insufficient to cover the costs of educating
their children. So-called “snob zoning” ordinances are
not driven by class or racial prejudices (though these
may play a role in some cases), so much as by economic
self-interest. But does that make such ordinances any
less morally suspect?

Take same-sex marriage. As in the embryonic stem cell
controversy, religious doctrine and questions of definition
are central to this debate. Opponents of same-sex marriage
argue that marriage means the union of one man and
one woman as if that settles the question.

But when one thinks carefully about
what a marriage is, ideally if not in
practice, and why marriage is valued 
in modern societies, the relevance of
gender is not that obvious. Again,
morality requires that equal interests
be treated equally. In the absence of
morally relevant reasons for treating
them differently, two couples who have
the same interest in enjoying the ben-
efits of the stable, loving, monogamous,
state-sanctioned relationship we call

marriage, ought to be treated equally.

Environmental policy raises profound questions about our
moral responsibilities not only toward those most directly
affected by pollution (typically the urban poor), but also
toward future generations and even the natural world
itself. One of the founders of modern environmentalism,
Aldo Leopold, introduced the paradigm-shifting notion
that the land and all of its inhabitants are members of 
the moral community.

Even seemingly mundane issues like auto insurance regu-
lation have a moral dimension. In order to remain prof-
itable and stay in business, auto insurers need customers
who will pay more in premiums than they collect in
claims. Setting rates solely on the basis of risk, however,
would make insurance unaffordable to vast numbers of
drivers. So low-risk drivers are charged higher rates in
order to subsidize high-risk drivers. Is this fair? Since the
high-risk category includes not only reckless drivers, but
also owners of newer and more expensive vehicles that 
are more likely to be stolen and cost more to repair, less
affluent drivers end up subsidizing the cost of insuring
more affluent drivers. Is this fair?

Although some moral values may be universal, morality is
not fixed in stone. Morality, like art and science, is a cultural
phenomenon. Morality is a communal endeavor that is
rooted in custom and tradition but evolves and adapts to
changing circumstances, becoming richer and more complex
over time. Thankfully, there is such a thing as moral progress.

More public discussion of the moral questions underlying
public policy issues will contribute not only to better 
policy decisions, but to the progress and clarification of
morality itself.

DAVID TEBALDI

A version of this essay appeared on the opinion page of The Boston
Globe on March 11, 2005.
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S A V E  T H E  D A T E

THE COMMONWEALTH AROUND US:
INTERPRETING OUR SPACES AND PLACES

A Conference for Massachusetts 
History Organizations

Monday, June 6, 2005
9:00 – 2:30 

Doyle Conservation Center
Leominster, MA

Co-sponsored by the Massachusetts Foundation 
for the Humanities & the 

Public History Program at the 
University of Massachusetts-Amherst 

Keynote by Brian Donahue,
author of The Great Meadow: Farmers and 

the Land in Colonial Concord

For more information, call (617) 923-1678 
or email localhistory@mfh.org.

To register, go to www.mfh.org/localhistory.pdf
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In December 2004, the Foundation awarded
Documentary Educational Resources a script develop-
ment grant for a film by Boston filmmaker James
Rutenbeck. Scenes from a Parish will explore two years
in the life of St. Patrick’s Church in South Lawrence,
a traditionally Irish-American parish undergoing huge
changes that reflect dramatic demographic and eco-
nomic shifts in the city.

More and more an urban ministry, St. Patrick’s
serves 5,000 parishioners, most of them Hispanic or
Vietnamese, through its elementary school, sports
programs, meals, language classes and masses.
Recently, when a nearby Hispanic parish closed, the
Hispanic priest, and many of his parishioners, came 
to St. Patrick. For five years now there have been
Spanish masses on Sundays. A mass in Vietnamese is
offered every other week. Irish Americans now consti-
tute a minority in the parish and in the city.

Amid ethnic tensions and differing opinions as to the
direction the church is going, a young, bright Irish-
American priest, Paul O’Brien, is committed to
“multi-culturalism in all its forms”. He sees the parish
not only as a place of tremendous good but also as a
means to social integration, uniquely positioned to
connect with people one on one as they struggle with
the social problems that plague so many Lawrence
residents: poverty, lack of education, unemployment,
and isolation.

Scenes from a Parish will be Rutenbeck’s fourth inde-
pendent film. He was drawn to the project partly
because of an interest in Dorothy Day, co-founder of
the Catholic Worker Movement: “She wrote about
loneliness and social isolation, whether or not people
can come out of that in a community, and how that
works.” Also inspiring Rutenbeck was a character
from his last film, Raise the Dead, which looks at itin-
erant Pentecostal evangelists in Applachia. A 70-year-
old woman living in one of the coal country towns
on the evangelists’ circuit evolved in the course of
filming as a leader in her own right, distinct from the
itinerants because of her ties to a community. “It got
me thinking about religious communities,” Rutenbeck
says. “Christian ideas of community—how far you
can take them.”

Wanting to do a film about faith and an urban
parish, he started contacting priests and parishes. In
a chance meeting at his own parish in Newton, he
met the mother of Paul O’Brien, the pastor at St.
Patrick’s. The geography and demographics of
Lawrence compelled Rutenbeck further. As one of
Boston’s “satellite cities,” Lawrence is an extreme
example of a pattern of immigration that sets Boston
apart from the rest of the country. According to a

recent Working Paper published by the Rappaport
Institute (Boston at the Crossroads: Racial Trends in
the Metropolitan Area in the 1990s and Beyond by
Guy Stuart, Professor of Public Policy at the Kennedy
School of Government), Boston has more “satellite
cities” than any other metropolitan area in the
country, containing 15 percent of the region’s popu-
lation, compared with a national average of 9 percent.
Blacks, Asians and Latinos, diverse populations
themselves, are moving to this ring of cities at an
increasing rate, while whites either move away or
consolidate in all white neighborhoods.

Add to that pattern the fact that many in Lawrence
must choose daily between food and housing while
facing high unemployment, rising crime, and language
barriers, and the city is a microcosm of issues con-
fronting cities across the country.

At 6.5 square miles, this mill city, distinguished by
the fading beauty of barren historical buildings and
clock towers, has a population of roughly 75,000.
Among the diverse ethnicity, nearly 70 percent of
the population is Hispanic, with Dominicans the
largest subgroup. There are Vietnamese and Afro-
Caribbeans, as well as groups with a longer history
in the city like Irish Americans and French
Canadians. Cultural differences present ongoing
challenges, as do stark living conditions. Though it
receives more state money than any other city in the
Commonwealth (more than $200 million in infra-
structure improvements), Lawrence continues to
struggle with poverty and attendant social problems
and with a troubled educational system. The public

high school only recently regained its accreditation
after having lost it for seven years.

The parish, housed in a beautiful Gothic Revival
church with the grandeur of a cathedral, is a beacon
within all this, located where “the patterns of immi-
gration are changing more drastically.” As Rutenbeck
found his subject, the Foundation saw the potential
in his proposal—an important opportunity to high-
light Lawrence with a humanities film designed to
open public dialogue about the cultural and social
changes that Massachusetts cities are facing.

“My hope is that the film will be an aesthetic experi-
ence suggesting our essential connectedness as
human beings,” says Rutenbeck. “Scenes from a Parish
is a case study but I hope it will resonate as a much
larger story. The St. Patrick’s experience anticipates
something much bigger that is just beginning to
unfold in America today.”

Following the lives of various parishioners, not only at
the church, but in the ordinary course of the day,
Scenes from a Parish promises to do what good docu-
mentaries are particularly adept at doing: showing the
complexities of life.

“We have a character who is a volunteer for the St.
Vincent de Paul Society,” says Rutenbeck. “We
filmed one day when he went to a motel where a
group of homeless women were being temporarily
housed. There was one woman with several children
by different men—all absent—and he was so trou-
bled by this.” Among other things, Scenes from a
Parish explores the idea of “people grappling with a
changing culture, wanting to be good Christians 
but coming up against cultural changes which
sometimes derail their efforts. How does a place
that aspires to an ideal of community get there? 
Can they get there?”

How should America’s cities and suburbs respond to
increased racial and ethnic diversity? One of the val-
ues of documentary films is that—either because of,
or in spite of, the filmmaker’s perspective—characters
and their stories emerge and invariably reflect the
larger world. Scenes from a Parish “is exploring the way
that while very good people may really not have a
profound interest in bridging differences,” says Pastor
O’Brien, “if you get to a point where people, particu-
larly poor people, are actually serving other people
together, they really do end up bridging differences.”

Scenes from a Parish BY MARIA HEALEY

Top: St. Patrick’s Pastor Paul O’Brien

Left: St. Patrick Church in South Lawrence
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Presidential Reputations Reconsidered
BY PETER GOLDEN

On Saturday, November 20th, the Massachusetts
Foundation for the Humanities celebrated its 30th
birthday at Boston College with an afternoon sympo-
sium called U.S. Presidents in Perspective: The Shifting
Fortunes of Presidential Reputations. In a series of
thoughtfully designed panel discussions, a dozen
luminaries from the worlds of history, journalism and
academe considered what time and circumstance
have done to the shared memory of America’s fore-
most leaders.

The stellar array of personalities taking the stage at
Robsham Theater in the course of the afternoon’s
three panel discussions attracted an audience of
about 300, with the proceedings broadcast live on
C-SPAN’s Book TV. The event was well worth observ-
ing, even if the local citizenry has recently considered
all too well the reputation of our current president
and found it wanting.

This served as no impediment to the first panel of the
day. “The President and the Press” was the topic. On
stage were Tom Wicker, former White House corre-
spondent for the New York Times, along with Kathleen
Dalton, a historian at Phillips Andover and author of
an acclaimed biography of Theodore Roosevelt. Also
present were Jack Beatty, a senior editor at the Atlantic
Monthly, and Ellen Hume, a regular on PBS’s Washington
Week in Review, who ably moderated the panel.

Wicker, with four decades of political reporting under
his belt, voiced his regret about not covering the
Kennedy presidency with more diligence, particularly
with regard to Kennedy’s personal life and health.
Beatty, a passionate critic of the war in Iraq, voiced
his frustration at the inability of the public to distin-
guish between fact-based journalism and the spin
doctoring of the White House.

The shared conclusion of the panelists is that fact-
based journalism in general, and objective coverage of
the Presidency in particular, are both very much in
decline. Replacing them are “Web bloggers” (individual
commentators who maintain a running commentary
on their Web sites), along with radio talk show ranters
and conspicuously partisan media interests. Dalton
pointed out that partisanship in the media has been
pervasive since Washington’s administration, but this
gave the assembled worthies little comfort.

Next up was a panel of academics led by David Gergen,
one of America’s most astute political observers.
Gergen spends his days at Harvard’s Kennedy School
of Government. Also featured were Susan Dunn of
Williams College and the Lincoln scholar Douglas
Wilson. Ronald Walters, like Gergen a political opera-
tive as well as a scholar, provided an African-
American perspective.

Dunn was tart and inspiring, using the general
topic of the discussion—Moral Character and the
Presidency—as an inspirational lever to define the
ideals of leadership, “Real change does not come out
of the center,” she said, “it is the product of passion,
conviction, and courage in the service of social and
economic justice.”

A discussion contrasting the governance style and
personality of such disparate characters as Nixon
(often a closet liberal in his policy decisions), Lincoln
(a skillful opportunist), both Roosevelts, and Carter
led to the conclusion that Presidents tend to act out
of nothing less than ruthless pragmatism. That pos-
terity might favorably judge the reputation that arises
from such contradictory impulses as opportunism and
idealism comes often as a surprise.

The final panel of the afternoon showcased John
Dean of Watergate fame at one end of the stage and
historian David Halberstam, author of The Best and
the Brightest, at the other. Between them sat James
MacGregor Burns, dean of American political scien-
tists and originator of the concept of “transforma-
tional leadership.” Also present was Joyce Appleby, a
distinguished historian and Jefferson scholar from
UCLA. The topic, quite naturally, was The President
and His Enemies.

Burns, a champion of democracy, veered from the
published topic to voice his personal frustration at
the limited turnout in the November elections. What
might it take, he wondered, for Americans to shed
their cynicism and lack of engagement and recognize
that their feelings and opinions really do count? 

Answering his own question, he volunteered that
those feelings need to be brought to bear on the
political process, most directly through the act of
voting. Half jokingly, he called such a phenomenon
“good followership” as opposed to “leadership.” It is 
a term worthy of consideration.

If the afternoon was long on passion, it was light on
thunderclaps, with John Dean, aging gracefully and
still as prep-school perfect as ever, hurling the only
lightning bolts of the day. The first flash? Nixon never
really had a comprehensive enemies list of his own,
only a vest-pocket version.

While Nixon was a confirmed paranoid, Dean’s claim
that a low-level bureaucrat, acting largely on his own
and without Nixon’s direct input, drew up the full-
length list came as no small surprise. The second of
Dean’s assertions: objectively, President Bush is
impeachable on the basis of clear misrepresentations
regarding Iraq and weapons of mass destruction—a
case Dean argues passionately in his best-selling
book, Worse than Watergate.

Dean’s third sizzler was perhaps the least expected:
Nixon, his capacity for self-pity, contempt and paranoia
notwithstanding, may well be construed by history as
a “closet liberal.” The evidence? His wind-down of
Vietnam, rapprochement with the Chinese, and
domestic policy initiatives.

It was a notion re-stated that evening by David
Halberstam in an address to supporters of the
Massachusetts Foundation for the Humanities,
sponsor of the day’s events. In a huge banquet hall
deep within one of BC’s Gothic towers, Halberstam,
perhaps our preeminent critic of the Vietnam War,
spoke with deep concern about Iraq, which he views
as an unmitigated disaster. The audience confirmed
his sentiment with loud applause.

Those of us who were witness to the day’s events
shared the privilege of entering into the minds of
some of the great journalists, historians and social
critics of our time. For this we are indebted to the
Foundation, whose contribution to the cultural and
public life of the Commonwealth is immeasurable.

In closing, a brief comment about Boston College is
in order. One might well expect to find events such
as those I have just described held in a great university,
such as BC. But one would not normally expect to
discover a wide-ranging exhibition of the work of the
Belgian fin de siecle painter Fernand Khnopff in the
same setting. But there on display in a small but well-
designed gallery immediately adjacent to the hall
where the evening portion of the symposium was
held was the Khnopff exhibition.

That Boston College was able to mount an exhibit
of his work that could play as well at the Metropolitan
Museum of Art or Boston’s Museum of Fine Arts
speaks to its emergence as a world-class center of cul-
ture and learning.

As a setting for considering the great, near-great and
infamous among our presidents, the campus of
Boston College was well-nigh perfect.

Peter Golden writes about the environment, politics and
technology. He can be reached at petewrites@aol.com.

Photos (left to right): Tom Wicker, Jack

Beatty, Ellen Hume, Kathleen Dalton,

and, Panel I: The President and the Press.

All photos by Justin Knight.

THOSE OF US WHO WERE WITNESS

TO THE DAY’S EVENTS SHARED

THE PRIVILEGE OF ENTERING INTO

THE MINDS OF SOME OF THE GREAT

JOURNALISTS, HISTORIANS AND

SOCIAL CRITICS OF OUR TIME.

“REAL CHANGE DOES NOT

COME OUT OF THE CENTER,

IT IS THE PRODUCT OF PASSION,

CONVICTION, AND COURAGE

IN THE SERVICE OF SOCIAL

AND ECONOMIC JUSTICE.”
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Humanities Calendar

Statewide (and beyond)

Mass Moments
On January 1, 2005, the Massachusetts
Foundation for the Humanities launched
the Mass Moments project—a daily
almanac of Massachusetts history.
Throughout 2005, radio listeners and
Internet users will find a different story
every day about events and people in the
recorded history of Massachusetts.

Website: www.massmoments.org

Greater Boston

Discover Roxbury Tours
A series of guided trolley tours showcasing
the unique social and cultural history of
Roxbury. Registration required.

Where: Tours begin at the Dillaway 
Thomas House, Roxbury.

Phone:  (781) 861-8893
Website: www.discoverroxbury.org
Cost: $29, includes lunch

African American and 20th-Century
Roxbury, presented by State Representative
and Historian Byron Rushing.

When: Saturday, May 7, 2005, 9:30am

Public Art in Roxbury, presented by E.
Barry Gaither, Executive Director of the
Museum of the National Center of Afro-
American Artists.

When: Saturday, June 4, 2005, 9:30am

Religious Perspectives on Racial
Polarization in Metro Boston
An event marking the release of a new
study on the experience and perception of
racial discrimination in Metro Boston, fol-
lowed by a discussion among religious leaders
about how their faith traditions might shed
light on improving race relations in our
communities.

When: Wednesday, April 20, 2005,
7-9pm

Where: Boston College

Forest Hills Cemetery Walking Tour
A tour of the historic resting place in honor
of Memorial Day.

When: Sunday, May 29, 2005, 2pm
Where: Forest Hills Cemetery, Boston
Website: www.foresthillstrust.org
Cost: $8

Northeast

Witch House Family Program Series
A series of family-oriented educational 
programs exploring seventeenth-century life
and the famous Salem witchcraft trials.

Where: Witch House, Salem.
Phone: (978) 744-8815

A Day with the Corwins, a day-long 
vacation week program for grades 3-8 
offering students an experience of seven-
teenth-century life.

When: Mon.–Wed., April 18–20, 2005,
10am–3pm

Witchcraft in Colonial Life, lecture on 
the history of witchcraft in New England,
presented by Dr. Emerson Baker of Salem
State College.

When: Saturday, June 11, 2005, 2pm

The Peabody Sisters: Three Women 
Who Ignited American Romanticism

Lecture and book signing with author
Megan Marshall. Research for this biography
on the lives of the “American Brontes”
uncovered hundreds of letters never read
before.

When: Wednesday, May 11, 2005, 7pm
Where: House of Seven Gables, Salem
Phone: (978) 744-0991

Forensics of Preservation: From Slate 
to Wound
A behind-the-scenes look at restoring 
historic buildings with talks and demonstra-
tions by restoration experts.

When: Wednesday, May 25, 2005, 7pm
Where: House of Seven Gables, Salem
Phone: (978) 744-0991

Our Bondage/Our Freedom: Frederick 
Douglass and Herman Melville
A collaborative exhibition on the lives, works,
and connections of two seminal 19th-cen-
tury figures who were at the vanguard of
fundamental issues in American history.

When: Thursday, May 12, through 
September 2005

Where: New Bedford Whaling Museum
Phone: (508) 997-0046
Cost: Admission to museum (free 

on evening of May 12)

The Playwright of Peaked Hill Bars:
Eugene O’Neill in Provincetown
An exhibition showcasing the early life and
work of Eugene O’Neill while he lived in
Provincetown, Massachusetts, from 1916 
to 1924.

When: Thursday, May 26 through 
November 2005

Where: Pilgrim Monument and 
Provincetown Museum

Phone: (508) 487-1310
Web: www.pilgrim-monument.org
Cost: Adult $7; children $3.50; 

students and seniors $5; free 
on Sunday mornings.

“Tupperware!” Screening
A documentary by Laurie Kahn-Leavitt,
Tupperware! tells the story of Earl Silas
Tupper, an inventor from Massachusetts, and
Brownie Wise, a self-taught saleswoman
who built an international business out of
bowls that “burped.” Narrated by Kathy
Bates, the film includes an entertaining and
thought-provoking mélange of interviews
with Tupperware veterans, color home
movies, footage of the company’s annual
Jubilees, and ads and television excerpts
from the 1950s. Shown as part of the
Woods Hole Film Festival.

Where: Woods Hole (specific venue:
TBD)

When: Saturday, May 7, 2005, 6pm
Phone:   (508) 495-3456
Website: www.woodsholefilmfestival.com

Strawberry Thanksgiving
The Wampanoag Indigenous Program
(WIP) of Plimoth Plantation will host their
“8th Annual Patuxet Strawberry Thanksgiving”
at Plimoth Plantation’s Hobbamock’s
Homesite. Native People celebrate many
thanksgivings throughout the year to show
appreciation to the Earth and the Creator.
Strawberries, or wuttahimneash, as the first
fruit of the new growing season, were
honored with ceremony, singing, dancing,
feasting and games. For the regular price of
admission, visitors will participate with WIP
staff, as well as many Native community
members, as they reenact this day-long
celebration of thanks with 17th century foot-
ball games, canoe races, feasting and Eastern
social songs and dances. This event is a
great experience for the entire family.

When: Saturday, June 25, 2005
Where: Plimouth Plantation, Plymouth
Cost: Adult $22; seniors $21; 

children 6-12 $14; under 6 free

Central

“Yours for Humanity—Abby”
A one-woman show on noted abolitionist
and women’s rights activist Abby Kelley
Foster written and developed by the
Worcester Women’s History Project.
Performed by Lynne McKenney Lydick.

When: Tuesday, June 21, 7pm
Where: Fitchburg Historical Society
Phone: (508) 767-1852

Southeastern Massachusetts, the Cape and Islands

Illustration: The Lure of the Frontier (Moby Dick). Yale University Press

                                                                                                                                



GREATER BOSTON AREA

$1,695 to the Trustees of Boston University to help
underwrite a symposium on Jewish contributions to 
the development of tango music.

$5,000 to the Meru Education Foundation in Lexington
for development of curriculum materials on the history
of trade between India and Salem, Massachusetts in 
the 18th and 19th centuries.

$5,000 to the Madison Park Development Corporation 
in Roxbury for planning of an exhibit and symposia on
the history and culture of Roxbury in conjunction with
the rehabilitation of historic Hibernian Hall.

$10,000 to Documentary Educational Resources in
Watertown for pre-production work on the documentary
Scenes from a Parish, an examination of the effects of
demographic and cultural change on a working-class
Catholic parish in Lawrence.

$10,000 to Filmmakers Collaborative in Waltham for
planning of a series of documentaries examining
the lives of significant women in American history.

$3,000 to Orchard House in Concord to bring school
children from Revere to attend performances of the
interactive historical drama The Trial of Anthony Burns.

A scene from “The Trial of Anthony Burns,” currently being staged 

for student audiences at Orchard House in Concord.

Credit: Theatre Espresso

SOUTHEASTERN MASSACHUSETTS, 
THE CAPE AND ISLANDS

$5,000 to Pilgrim Monument and Provincetown Museum
to support an exhibit focusing on playwright Eugene
O’Neill’s time in Provincetown.

Eugene O’Neill, arms outstretched in joy at the news of winning his

first Pulitzer Prize, on the beach at Peaked Hill, 1920. Image from The

Sheaffer-O’Neill Collection, Charles E. Shain Library, Connecticut

College, New London, CT.

Left: Frederick Douglass, Right: Herman Melville

$5,000 to the New Bedford Whaling Museum for an
exhibit on Frederick Douglass and Herman Melville.

$5,000 to the Center for Independent Documentary in
Sharon to offset production costs of a documentary film
on the social history of the uniquely American musical
instrument, tentatively titled The Banjo Project.

Detail of a tintype, ca. 1885, of a young African-American banjo player.

Three giants of the banjo—Bela Fleck, Bill Keith and 

Tony Trischka—rehearse for a concert videotaped by Marc Fields 

for The Banjo Project.

NORTHEASTERN MASSACHUSETTS

$5,000 to the Gloucester Maritime Heritage Center for
an interpretive exhibit and oral history project on the
history of the Vincie N., a fishing vessel, and its place in
the maritime community.

$3,700 to Family Service, Inc. in Lawrence to support an
exhibit celebrating the organization’s 150 years of provid-
ing health and social services to individuals and families
in Greater Lawrence.

CENTRAL MASSACHUSETTS

$5,000 to the Willis Center Cultural Institute in
Worcester to support an exhibition and series of public
programs designed to raise awareness of the history of
slavery in the Americas.

WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS

$3,700 to the Wistariahurst Museum in Holyoke to 
support an exhibit on the William Skinner and Sons
Manufacturing Company.

Women in the inspecting department of William Skinner & Sons

Manufacturing Company.

Women working in the harness-making department of William

Skinner & Sons Manufacturing Company.

$5,000 to Mass MoCA in North Adams for a lecture 
and discussion series exploring the work of Chinese-
born artist Cai Guo-Qiang and issues related to art 
that examines violence and terrorism.

Below: A head-on view of one of nine cars suspended in MASS

MoCA’s Building 5 Gallery; part of Inopportune, artist Cai 

Guo-Qiang’s colossally-scaled mediation on the unsettled state of 

the world. Photo Credit: Hiro Hirari

$10,000 to the University of Massachusetts Amherst
for pre-production work on the documentary Sisters of
Providence, the story of an order of nuns with a long 
history of involvement in healthcare and social services.

Recent Grants 
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DT: You’ve suggested that the epithet E pluribus
unum might apply not only to the country as a whole
but to Hispanics too.

IS: What characterizes Hispanics as a group is their
multiplicity. There are Latinos of various races, classes,
and national backgrounds. Some are foreign-born,
speak Spanish, and are unwilling to cut the umbilical
cord with their original homes. Others became part of
the United States as a consequence of the Treaty of
Guadalupe Hidalgo in 1848 or in the aftermath of the
Spanish-American War. A couple of years ago the US
Census Bureau officially declared Latinos, approximately
40 million, to be the largest minority in the nation.
Canada, by the way, has a population of 32 million.

DT: But how would you describe the unum in the
multiplicity? Over the years, you’ve expressed discom-
fort with the term “race.” Do you concur with
Orlando Patterson’s view (in The Ordeal of Integration)
that race is a pernicious social construct?

IS: Rather than a racial minority, Latinos are a
minority group. There are mestizo, black, Indian and
Caucasian Hispanics, and, of course, Hispanics of
mixed racial background. In my view, race, which I
understand to be a biological and social construct, is
useless to understand Latinos. Other categories, such
as language and class, are more helpful. (Jews are
also not a racial group.) In any case, among Latinos
the unum is the result of a shared sense of history and
cultural metabolism (diet, ideas, music, etc.) but it
materializes when politics is at stake. Notice, for
instance, the way Hispanics, among themselves on a
daily basis, emphasize their divergent idiosyncrasy, yet
TV networks like Univisión and Telemundo always
stress the common ground—they’re a business, after
all. This common ground is evident not only in mar-
keting. It is particularly visible in politics: in national,
state, and local elections, Spanish-language media
talks about el voto hispano.

DT: In describing American society, what is the 
difference between the metaphors of the melting pot
and the mosaic?  You’ve written an essay on the topic.

IS: “Melting pot” is a term popularized by a British
Jew, Israel Zangwill, author of Children of the Ghetto
and The King of Schnorrers, in a 1908 play about
America as a land of additions. It suggests a stew in
which different ingredients lose their individual flavor.
The metaphor stresses assimilation as a one-way
street. In the mosaic—and its sibling metaphor, the
quilt—each ingredient coexists with the rest, but
their flavor remains untouched. America went from
being a melting pot in the late 19th and early 20th
centuries to becoming a quilt in the late 1980s and
early 1990s. The pressure today from conservative
forces is to return to the bygone vision of a one-way
street. But the challenges ahead are numerous.
Multiculturalism is best appreciated as a mosaic, not 
a melting pot. For what purpose should it be reformu-
lated as a stew?

DT: In a study of demographic changes in greater
Boston, the Rappaport Institute at the Kennedy
School of Government found that while the area is
more ethnically diverse, it is also more segregated.
Boston is at a crossroads, the study concluded: one
path leads to the consolidation of segregation and the
growing isolation of people of different races and 
ethnicities, and the other leads to greater integration,
a diverse mix of populations throughout the metro-
politan region.

IS: Massachusetts is undergoing a metamorphosis,
although less visibly than people might think. With
an estimated population of 6,450,000, the state has
stubbornly retained its ethnic and class structures.

The percentage of whites is 84.5, noticeably higher
than the national median. In 2000 there were 5.4 per-
cent blacks, whereas in the rest of the country there
were 12.3 percent. The percentage of Hispanics was
6.8, in comparison with a national average of 12.5
percent. One result is an abysmal number of minori-
ty-owned businesses.

On the other hand, the state has a higher concentra-
tion of foreign-born people—12.2 percent vis-à-vis
11.1 percent in the entire United States. And in
comparison with other states, Massachusetts, on aver-
age, has more households where a language other
than English is spoken. Interestingly, Massachusetts
has a higher percentage of Asians than the rest of the
United States, and the number of people older than
65 is also above the median.

Finally, the concentration of knowledge and wealth
in the region is substantial. The median household
income a few years ago was $50,502 whereas the
national average was only $41,994. And the number
of people enrolled in undergraduate and graduate
degrees is higher than anywhere else. This, no doubt,
is a perplexing picture.

The study by the Rappaport Institute shows the
extent to which old ethnic bastions, formed around
urban centers, are left untouched. One cannot avoid
concluding that while Massachusetts is a state with
a strong sense of tradition, it is also quite stubborn,
priding itself in its culture of liberal politics yet
emphasizing divisions rather than bridging them.

DT:  Can you suggest social policies likely to lead to
greater integration? 

IS: Segregation is a cancer in Massachusetts. This is
obvious in urban centers, from Boston to Holyoke,
from Lawrence to Worcester. I’m not a policy maker.
Still, it strikes me that we’re in desperate need of a
visionary politician, able to create consensus at the
state level, in order to build bridges across classes,
educational, and ethnic minorities. I’m worried about
the disparity between the haves and have-nots in
terms of access to knowledge and technology. In a
region so astonishingly rich in scientific and academic
resources, a major part of the future generations isn’t
invited to the party. It is time to go beyond guilt. If
W.E.B. DuBois defined the 20th century through the
color line, the 21st one is about ethnic miscegenation
and intellectual cross-fertilization. To limit power to
those “in the know” is to remain attached to archaic

models of development. It is crucial that, through an
alliance encompassing people from various fields—
politicians, economists, scientists, geneticists, and
experts in the humanities—a strategy is established 
to implement bank and student loans to immigrants,
build areas where affordable housing is geared toward
diversifying the neighborhood and not endorsing
racial differences, opening up universities and labs to
traditionally excluded groups, etc.

DT: Do you think the arts and humanities have a
role to play?

IS: Yes, a decisive one . . . . A single sentence, the
Talmud says, can change a life. Massachusetts needs
to be invited to a statewide conversation on diversity
and the future. Public libraries, along with TV, radio,
and printed media, need to serve as forums and con-
duits. Again, the concerted effort needs to be done
paying attention to numerous disciplines. The funding
should come from public and private sources. The
conversation needs to focus on what the state has
accomplished in its history: how did we become a
people, what brought us together in the first place,
etc. The essential question, though, isn’t about yester-
day but about tomorrow. With the amount of power
and resources available to us, in what way should we
respond to the challenge of an incessant migration
from places other than Europe? And how is our col-
lective culture likely to change in a world where borders
are becoming sheer abstractions? The amount of
intellectual stamina in this state is astonishing, far
surpassing that of any other region in the world. But
our colleges and universities are too snobby and pre-
tentious; their outreach efforts to the local community
are inadequate and ineffective. Similarly, our state
politicians are too interested in perpetuating ethnic
strongholds. Our big businesses and corporations are
naïve when it comes to understanding the urgent
needs of our multicultural population. People live next
to one another, but not together. We’re a pluribus but
not an unum.

DT:  You may recall that early in his first administra-
tion President Bill Clinton called for a “national
dialogue on race,” and the chairman of the National
Endowment for the Humanities at that time, Sheldon
Hackney, launched a major initiative he called a
“national conversation on what it means to be an
American.” Conversations took place all across the
country, including here in Massachusetts. Hackney 

Conversation continued from page 1.

Conversation continued on page 8.
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NEH Assessment

The Foundation recently underwent its Five-Year
Assessment by the National Endowment for the
Humanities. The process begins with a written self-
assessment report, which summarizes the accomplish-
ments of the past five years and lays out a plan for the
next 3-5 years. The report is submitted to the NEH,
which assembles a three-person team to visit the state
for an on-site evaluation. Having studied the report,
the site visitors meet with the Foundation board and
staff, project directors, project scholars, state legislators,
and others involved in the work of the Foundation for
interviews and conversations aimed at determining
how the Foundation has positioned itself in the state,
and how well it is accomplishing its objectives. After
due deliberation, the site visitors produce a written
evaluation report, which is presented to the Foundation
board to inform the discussion and adoption of the
new strategic plan.

The site visit took place on March 31-April 1, 2005 in
Boston and Northampton. The three members of the
evaluation team were Robert Bailey, Executive Director
of the Arkansas Humanities Council, George Garrison,
Chair of the Department of Pan African Studies at
Kent State University in Ohio, and Edythe Manza,
Director of the Federal-State Partnership in the Office
of the Chairman of the National Endowment for
the Humanities.

Once adopted by the board, the Foundation’s
strategic plan is a public document, which is avail-
able upon request.

New Governor’s Appointee

Joseph Carvalho of Springfield has been appointed
by Governor Mitt Romney to a three-year term on
the Foundation board. Joe is President and Executive
Director of the Springfield Museums Association and
a longtime friend of the Foundation. He earned his
BA from Westfield State College and his MA from
the College of William and Mary, both in history,
and his MLS from the University of Rhode Island.
Much of his work life has centered at the Springfield
Libraries and Museums, where he has been Director
of the Connecticut Valley Historical Museum and,
prior to that, Supervisor of the Genealogy and Local
History Department, Springfield City Library. Joe is
the recipient of the National Award for Advancing
Genealogical Research Publications. He is very active
in the Springfield community, serving on the boards
of the Springfield Chamber of Commerce and the
Greater Springfield Convention and Visitors Bureau.
He also served on the board of the Springfield Urban
League for eleven years.

Departing Board Members

This past year, the Foundation bade a fond farewell 
to three retiring board members, Chet Atkins of
Concord, Janette Greenwood of Worcester, and
Orlando Isaza of Northampton. Chet, a former U.S.
Congressman, was especially helpful in guiding the
Foundation’s legislative advocacy both in Washington
and on Beacon Hill. He also helped organize a num-
ber of successful fundraising and “friend-raising”
events for the Foundation.

Janette, Chair of the History Department at Clark
University, was an insightful and incisive proposal
reader. During her tenure, she served on both the
Grant Review Committee and the Program and
Evaluation Committee. Orlando, a teacher and admin-
istrator at Holyoke Community College, served on
the same two committees.

Each of these volunteers made a unique contribution
to the work of the Foundation and served with distinc-
tion. They will be missed.

The Foundation welcomes nominations for its
board of directors from the public. Candidates must
live or work in Massachusetts and believe in the
importance of the humanities and their relevance
to contemporary life. For a “job description” for 
MFH board members, go to www.mfh.org/foundation/
wanted.htm or contact the Northampton office at
(413)584-8440.

Metro Boston Office Moving

The satellite office located in Watertown is moving
just down the street. As of March 24th, 2005 the
address will be 101 Walnut Street, Watertown, MA
02472. The phone number will remain the same.

FOUNDATION NEWS

even came to Massachusetts to participate in a con-
versation in Lowell, perhaps our most ethnically diverse
community outside of Boston. Were you involved in
any of these efforts?  Why do you suppose such
efforts don’t have more of an impact?

IS: It was an endeavor coming from above, not from
within the community. It was an utter failure because
it insisted on seeing America as a country in black and
white while the country is already in Technicolor. An
effort to engage Massachusetts in conversation needs
to recognize the plurality of colors in our population.
It should also be nonpartisan. The shortcomings of the
race debate during the Clinton Administration bruised
everyone, but should not tarnish our potential to
engage in a constructive discussion.

DT:  Henry Louis Gates, Jr., who came of age during
the desegregation of his hometown of Piedmont, West
Virginia, comments in his memoir, Colored People,
that for many of the members of the older generation
of blacks, integration was experienced as a loss. At
the sociological level as well, integration brought
about the demise of vibrant and self-sufficient black
communities, with black-owned businesses, black
schools and colleges, etc., that provided members of
those communities with sustenance, solidarity, and
upward mobility. Do you see a downside to integration?

IS: First, let me express dismay at the fact that your
otherwise incisive questions persist on using the black
experience as the sole paradigm. Have you read essays
and memoirs by Cambodians, Pakistanis, and
Chileans? Are you familiar with cultural critics of
other ethnic backgrounds? In this exchange, we’ve
used the word “change” almost a dozen times. The
humanities are about moral values but they are also
about transformation. That transformation might be
psychological, spiritual, or ideological. But if our foun-
dations don’t change from inside out by expanding
their intellectual horizon, why should we expect them
to have an impact on people today? Ours is a world
moving at astonishing speed. The old premises on
which the 20th century established itself are quickly
vanishing. In any event, Gates’s view on integration is
based on a false assumption. There is no human
engagement that doesn’t involve, at some level, a
sense of loss. Yet every loss is also a gain. In the
process of assimilation, a two-way street is traveled:
the individual is changed by society and society is
changed by the individual. America is constantly
being renewed by new waves of immigrants, who in
turn are renewed by America.

Above: Ellen Rothman, Associate Director of MFH, at the new

Metro Boston office quarters.

Conversation continued from page 7.

Congratulations to filmmaker, scholar and MFH
grant recipient Laurie Kahn-Leavitt, an honoree
for Individual Achievement at the Massachusetts
Cultural Council’s 2005 Commonwealth Awards
ceremony on March 28th. The Commonwealth
Awards are the state’s highest honors in the arts,
humanities and sciences.

Kahn-Leavitt’s films examine the lives of people
whose stories are seldom told on screen. Tupperware!
explores the creation of the plastic product, the
company, the marketing phenomenon and the
enduring icon. An earlier film, A Midwife’s Tale,
dramatizes the diary of the 18th-century midwife
Martha Ballard, as adapted by Laurel Thatcher
Ulrich in her Pulitzer Prize-winning book A
Midwife’s Tale: The Life of Martha Ballard, Based 
on Her Diary, 1785-1812.
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Current guidelines and application forms for MFH
grants can be obtained by returning the form below,
telephoning either of the Foundation’s offices, or
downloading materials from our website. You must be
a nonprofit organization, or have a nonprofit fiscal
sponsor, to be eligible for funding.
Northampton (413) 584-8440       
Metro Boston (617) 923-1678

Project Grants
The maximum award in Fiscal Year 2005 (November
2004-October 2005) will be $5,000, with the excep-
tion of media pre-production grants, which may not
exceed $10,000. Proposals are due at the Metro
Boston office on the first business day of May,
August, November and February. A draft proposal
must be submitted at least 15 days before the final
deadline. Applicants must consult with Kristin
O’Connell in the Northampton office before submit-
ting a draft. Notification is within 90 days of the
deadline.

Reading and Discussion Programs
Grants are awarded for up to $1,000. A catalogue of
program themes and a directory of experienced dis-
cussion leaders can be obtained by emailing
hwood@mfh.org or by calling (413) 584-8440.

Scholar in Residence & Research Inventory Grants
These programs, designed to improve the presenta-
tion of history in historical organizations, are adminis-
tered by the Foundation. May 15th and January 15th
are the deadlines for RIG applications. SIR has only
one deadline per year, March 15th. Applicants must
contact the Foundation’s Local History Coordinator
at localhistory@mfh.org or (617) 923-1678 before sub-
mitting a proposal. Guidelines are available at
www.mfh.org.

G R A N T C AT E G O R I E S

Name______________________________________________________________

Organization_________________________________________________________
(if applicable for mailing address below)

Address_____________________________________________________________

City __________________________________ State______ Zip______________

Telephone (h)_________________________ (w)____________________________    

Email_______________________________________________________________

The Foundation depends on charitable contributions from individuals throughout 
the state to sustain and build on our successes. Please make a donation today.

Contribution

Name______________________________________________________________
(as you wish it to appear in acknowledgments)

___ I wish my gift to remain anonymous.

___ Payment of $ __________________ is enclosed.

(Please make check payable to: Massachusetts Foundation for the Humanities.)

___ I wish to pay by credit card. Check one:   r Mastercard    r Visa

Card #________________________________Exp. Date______________________     

Name on card (please print)_____________________________________________

Address (on your credit card bill)____________________________________________

City __________________________________ State______ Zip______________

___ Please charge my credit card $_______for a one-time donation

___ Please charge my credit card $_______on a monthly basis for _____ months.

Signature_________________________________________Date______________

Information Requests

___ Please sign me up for MFH eNews, your quarterly electronic newsletter.

Email address: ________________________________________________________

___ I have a friend who should know about the Foundation. Please add her/his 

name to your mailing list.

Name_______________________________________________________________ 

Address______________________________________________________________

City ___________________________________ State______ Zip_______________

___ Please send me Project Grant Guidelines

___ Please send me information about the following:

___ Reading & Discussion Programs

___ Scholar in Residence Program/Research Inventory Program

___ I am a humanities scholar and would like to participate in Foundation-

supported public humanities programs. Please contact me.

Mail this form to:

Massachusetts Foundation for the Humanities 

66 Bridge Street 

Northampton, MA 01060 

or fax to (413) 584-8454
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The Foundation’s newest project, an electronic almanac of Massachusetts history, has been receiving kudos since it was launched 
on January 1st.

“The idea for Mass Moments is inspired. Simple, very well done, and entertaining. Your website is easy to use and is 
loaded with information. It’s obvious you’ve paid attention to detail. Your site is a real joy. Bravo!”

“Your project carries the email-a-day paradigm to a new level of sophistication. The richness and depth of the moments 
that you choose to document gives me a two-minute history lesson every morning even before I read the morning paper.”

“I love the site and I’m not even from Massachusetts.”

If you haven’t already, go to www.massmoments.org and take the site for a “test drive.” While you’re there, click on “Subscribe to eMoments”; 
you’ll get each day’s story with your email. It’s fun—and it’s free. Or, better yet, make www.massmoments.org your home page for easy access 
to all the site’s features—more about the day’s story, links, a timeline, map, search engine, and discussion forum.

“Mass Moments makes splendid use of the Internet… each day’s Mass Moment provides material that sparks 

quests and questions. … This mix of history and technology reveals the great power that lies in remembering.”

The Boston Globe, February 28, 2005.

           


