
Mass Humanities: How did TPH come into being?

Hayley Wood: Five years ago blogs had taken off but it 
was not the norm for a humanities council to have one, 
and I thought that a blog with many contributors would 
be an excellent way to showcase the work, thinking, and 
research of the many project directors and scholars I had 
met over the years at Mass Humanities. I also wanted a 
forum for humanities thinking that was casual, open-  
ended, and that lost some of the authoritative, “I know the answer to 
this complex question” voice that we often associate with scholarship. 

I invited writers to adopt 
a “letter to a friend” style 
and I also invited them to 
express uncertainty and ques-
tions about their topics and 
interests. It found its way into 
the Valley Advocate’s Web site 
by way of my husband, who 
is managing editor there. He 
was developing the Advocate’s 
site and on the lookout for blog writers. I thought: perfect fit! The Public 
Humanist remains the only blog on the site with multiple contributors and 
the only one supported by a separate nonprofit organization.

A publication of Mass Humanities  Fall 2012

The Public Humanist 
Turns Five
What started as a local blog has become that very 
rare thing in the media universe: a reliable place for 
thoughtful commentary on important issues. We 
talked to Hayley Wood, the originator and editor of 
The Public Humanist (TPH), about its winning formula 
and what the next five years might look like.

Continued on page 3

The Public Humanist’s 
guiding ethic is about  
making intellectual content 
fun, interesting, and not  
difficult to understand.

“�The�Clemente�Course�reawakened�
me.�I�feel�a�sense�of�excitement�in�
participating�again�in�life.�I�don’t�
want�to�be�‘not�aware’�anymore.”

Mass Humanities invites you to join  
us as we seek support to expand  
The Clemente Course in Massachusetts 
and provide vital opportunities in  
the humanities to those who need  
them most.
 

National Endowment  
for the Humanities  
Awards Mass Humanities 
Major Grant

See page 6.
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Cuba in Transition
Mass Humanities has been relicensed by the U.S. govern-
ment to resume travel to Cuba for people-to-people cultural 
exchanges. This is a unique opportunity to visit a country 
that has been inaccessible to most U.S. citizens for half a 
century. Two trips are currently scheduled: January 19 to 
26, 2013 and February 16 to 23, 2013.

See page 11.
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Great Books, Great Kids
          By David Tebaldi

A lot of attention is being paid these days to economic inequality in America and its consequences for 
our democracy. Indeed, our fall symposium this year (see the back cover of this issue) will be address-
ing this very topic. But there is another kind of inequality—related to but different from economic 
inequality—that is in some respects even more troubling.

I am referring to educational inequality.

At a recent forum on the humanities and civic life organized by the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences in Cambridge and the six New England state humanities councils, Massachusetts Secre-
tary of Education S. Paul Reville made a point that really stuck with me. He said that public school 
students today spend only 20% of their waking hours each year in school and 80% doing other 
things such as watching television, playing video games, etc.—much of which has baleful effects that 
schooling is expected to overcome. Kids who live in wealthy communities, however, who not only 
have better schools and a richer curriculum, also have far more varied and enriching out-of-school 
experiences that their parents can afford to provide. This widens the achievement gap even further.  

That is not only unjust, it is bad for our democracy.

I thought immediately of the Great Books Summer Program (GBSP) and how Mass Humanities is 
providing kids from low-income families with an intellectually rich out-of-school experience that 
they would otherwise be unable to afford. It’s a really good thing for us to be doing.  

GBSP, which is held at Amherst College and Stanford University, is a residential humanities camp 
for academically motivated middle and high school students. Hundreds of kids from across the 
country participate each summer, mostly from solidly middle- or upper middle-class families. A new 
partnership between GBSP and Mass Humanities provides full scholarships so that 10 students 
from low-income families in Massachusetts can attend the program at Amherst. The scholarships 
include a travel stipend and a small allowance for incidentals.

This summer I spent two days at Amherst attending classes and small group discussions, meeting 
several members of our first class of scholarship recipients. The teaching that I observed was  
excellent and the kids were totally engaged in the material and eager to respond to the  
instructors’ provocations. 

The reading for one class was Gabriel Garcia Marquez’s “One of Those Days,” a classic short story 
about a corrupt mayor who threatens to shoot the town’s dentist if he won’t remove his aching 
tooth. The dentist complies but makes the mayor suffer needlessly by withholding the anesthetic. 
The reading for the second class was an essay by Susan Sontag on photography and historical 
memory. In both cases, the comments of the 11- to 14-year-olds who filled these classes were  
remarkably astute, especially considering how little historical memory these kids possess.

The highlights of both days, however, were the conversations I had over lunches with 
our students. They were clearly thriving in the program and grateful to Mass Humani-
ties for the opportunity to participate. These are terrific kids, and they made 
me feel hopeful that respect for the humani-
ties and the love of ideas will endure.

Letter from the Director Mass HuManITIes
66 Bridge Street
Northampton, MA 01060
tel (413) 584-8440 
fax (413) 584-8454
www.masshumanities.org

sTaFF

David Tebaldi 
exeCuTIve DIreCTor

dtebaldi@masshumanities.org

Pleun Bouricius
assIsTanT DIreCTor

pbouricius@masshumanities.org

Abaigeal Duda
DevelopMenT assIsTanT

aduda@masshumanities.org

Deepika Fernandes
FIsCal oFFICer

dfernandes@masshumanities.org

Anne Rogers
sysTeMs Manager

arogers@masshumanities.org

Rose Sackey-Milligan
prograM oFFICer

rsackey-milligan@masshumanities.org

John Sieracki
DIreCTor oF DevelopMenT 

anD CoMMunICaTIons

jsieracki@masshumanities.org

Brendan Tapley
CoMMunICaTIons oFFICer

eDITor oF mass humanities

btapley@masshumanities.org

Melissa Wheaton
aDMInIsTraTIve assIsTanT anD

granTs aDMInIsTraTor

mwheaton@masshumanities.org

Hayley Wood
senIor prograM oFFICer

hwood@masshumanities.org

Mass Humanities promotes the use of 
history, literature, philosophy, and the 
other humanities disciplines to deepen 
our understanding of the issues of the 
day, strengthen our sense of common 
purpose, and enrich individual and 
community life. We take the humani-
ties out of the classroom and into the 
community.

Mass Humanities, a private, nonprofit, 
educational organization, receives fund-
ing from the National Endowment for 
the Humanities; the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council, a state agency; and 
private sources.

Several of Mass Humanities’s 
scholarship students in the 
Great Books Summer Program 
of Amherst College.
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MH: Describe to me the process by which an idea typically be-
comes a story on TPH?

HW: Knowing the wide spectrum of areas of knowledge this 
group of writers represents, I often think about a current event 
or news item that has a public policy or broader humanities 
relevance, and I will scour my list for the right person to shed 
some light on it or bring historical perspective to a current prob-
lem. Another important source of ideas is the Mass Humanities 
calendar of events, which is a reminder to me of the many public 
programs the Foundation has supported with grants. I often in-

vite writers connected with those 
public events to talk about the 
thinking behind them.

MH: What have been some of 
your favorite moments as editor  
of TPH?

HW: When I get a particularly 
insightful and high quality piece, 
or something that is moving to 
me—a lot of material on history 
and literature I find moving—I’m 
thrilled to add those words to 
the blogosphere and, frankly, to 
elevate the genre of blog writing. 
I also get a great sense of accom-
plishment whenever we present a 
slide-show gallery with a strong set 
of images—old photographs from 
Massachusetts archives in particu-
lar. I love the way blogs incorpo-
rate images. I’ve learned many in-
teresting things reading and editing 
these incredibly diverse essays.

MH: Interesting. like what?

HW: That spiritualist and former 
Universalist minister John Mur-
ray Spear built (with help from his 
utopian community comrades) a 
machine called the “God Machine” 
on a hill in lynn in an effort to cre-
ate a mechanized messiah that would 
radiate a new spiritual energy to all 
who had contact with it. That’s one. 
Or that ink was made from oak nut 
galls in mid-19th-century Massachu-
setts. And that Barack Obama is a 
believer in the concept of “just war,” 
as defined by Augustine and Aquinas.

MH: Because you’ve steered this 
column for the past five years, what 
purpose do you think it serves, both in 
terms of the humanities and beyond it?

HW: The Public 
Humanist is an 
intellectually 
rigorous and ac-
cessible platform 
for writers and 
readers. More and 
more I’m getting 
inquiries from 
young scholars I 
don’t know who 
would like an opportu-
nity to write for it—that 
tells me that the blog is 
respected and offers a 
unique means of publish-
ing that they value. The 
blog encourages scholars to express complex ideas or dense 
histories in language that is meant to entice, not exclude.  
I was a managing editor for an academic journal in gradu-
ate school, an experience from which I learned a lot about 
academic discourse. I learned that a great many scholars  
are not skilled writers, or have had little encouragement  
in their publishing lives to avoid jargon and language  
that has been developed to exclude readers. The Public 
Humanist’s guiding ethic is the opposite of this: it is 
about making intellectual content fun, interesting, and  
not difficult to understand.

MH: What are your hopes for the next five years of TPH?

HW: I’d like to develop more themes that are repeated. 
Now, for instance, I have writers who regularly con-
tribute on certain topics, say independent documentary 
films, 19th-century American history, or feminism. But 
the blog could have regular interdisciplinary features. I 
sometimes think about words that have a lot of power 
and history and whose meanings have evolved sig-
nificantly over time. It has occurred to me that writ-
ers might like the challenge of discussing the use and 
over-use of certain terms in American discourse, along 
the lines of William Safire’s former “On language” 
column in the Times. I’d love to develop a stronger 
presence on visual art and art criticism, too. I’d like 
the blog to more demonstrably connect people to the 
outstanding work of Mass Humanities and the public 
programs it supports with grants. And of course I’d 
like to develop a television pilot!

The Public Humanist Turns Five, continued from page 1

More about TPH on the next page

When I get a particularly insightful and 
high quality piece…I’m thrilled to add 
those words to the blogosphere and, frank-
ly, to elevate the genre of blog writing. 

Each week, The Public Humanist 
examines ideas and questions about 
such big-picture concepts as war, 
equality, and the American ethos.



1 Love, Loss, and Poker:    
 autobiographical Writing     

 at an assisted Living  
 Center by Lucia Knoles

Our author reflects on placing her 
father in an assisted living center 
and describes what she did about 
her fears and his boredom.  

“�When�I�originally�offered�to�
teach�an�autobiography-�
writing�workshop�in�my�
father’s�assisted�living�resi-
dence,�I�did�it�with�the�idea�
of�giving�people�something�
to�do.�What�I�didn’t�expect�
was�the�fact�that�I�would�
learn�more�than�I�would�
teach.�This�was�the�best�
group�of�students�I�have�
ever�worked�with.”

2   On equal terms: 
Young Women Vocational  
students Face their Futures 
by Susan Eisenberg

A former union organizer turned art-
ist, the author discusses her exhibit 
examining the history of women who 
work construction.

“�I�was�surprised�at�how�suddenly�
raw�I�felt,�reading�what�one�vo-
cational�student�had�written�on�a�
yellow�sticky�note:�‘Your�[sic]�never�
going�to�make�it.’�She�was�quoting�
the�words�of�her�shop�teacher.”

3   self-Publishing: Power to the 
author or to the Reader? 
by Sharon Shaloo

Does the loss of gatekeepers in pub-
lishing mean good, reliable literature is 
harder to find?

4  tV is Dead. Long Live tV. 
by Sarah Archambault

It’s okay: you can love TV. One writer 
gets over her television “shame” and 
explains the changing landscape of the 
small screen.

“�One�important�role�that�needs�to�
be�filled—as�new�models�of�media�
consumption�grow—is�that�of�the�
curator.�A�YouTube�future�seem-
ingly�operates�without�one,�but�for�
many�that�is�just�too�much�material�
to�sort�through.�Trusted�program-
mers,�curators,�scholars,�and�critics�
will�be�in�demand�in�this�new�era�
to�help�us�choose,�understand,�and�
appreciate�what�we’re�watching.”

5  Oral history imagined: 
an artist Discusses her use 
of animation in Filmmaking 
by Carolyn Shadid-Lewis

A filmmaker combines her love of 
realism with fantasy to create a new 
tradition of documentary filmmaking.

“�Animation�initiates�a�creative�space�
for�the�viewer�to�actively�employ�
their�own�imagination�in�the�film,�
promoting�an�empathetic�and�tender�
response�to�the�stories�being�told.”
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the Public humanist Top 10
Editor of The Public Humanist, Hayley Wood, gave us a list of the top 10 columns—in no particular 
order—over the past five years. From analyzing civil rights to learning about the 19th century  
from a widow’s diary, the blog is a rich trove of perspectives and provocations.

The writer (pictured here) reflects  
on age in her poignant column about 
placing her father in an assisted  
living center.

A Post-
It note 
expressing 
the words a student remem-
bers her teacher saying to her.

“�In�a�time�when�the�local�bookseller�is�
under�siege,�when�book�reviews�are�
hard�to�find…I�see�the�value�in�hav-
ing�someone�point�the�way,�steering�
readers�toward�great�literature�and�
away�from�trivial�publications…”

You can read all these stories in full online by visting www.masshumanities.org/tph_01



6   the Last troops Leave 
iraq: a Retrospective on  
Operation iraqi Freedom 
by Brian Glyn Williams

Wars of choice and wars of necessity: 
which one was the war in Iraq? 

“�The�days�of�that�hubristic�moment�
when�Bush�landed�on�the�aircraft�
carrier�and�The�White�House�spoke�
of�invading�Iran�have�been�replaced�
by�a�more�sober�assessment�of�the�
real�costs�in�lives�and�gold�that�
wars�take.”

7   the newfound Fact 
of Fiction 
by Brendan Tapley

Whether it’s in politics, sports, or cor-
porate America: are we in the Era of 
the lie? And when the real increasingly 
becomes the surreal, where should one 
turn for a dose of the truth? Try the 
original lie: fiction.

“�In�corporate�America,�the�last�four�
years�seem�to�proclaim�that�fraud�
is�the�rule,�not�the�exception.�Even�
more�serious�have�been�the�lies�
of�‘weapons�of�mass�destruction’�
and�‘mission�accomplished.’�Those�
manipulations�have�led�to�10�years�
of�mortal�consequences�that�have�
the�misfortune�of�not�being�fictional�
at�all.�All�this�begs�the�question:�In�
a�lying�age,�are�we�more�compelled�
by—and�more�trusting�of—the�
imagined�than�the�actual?”

8.  the Limits of Reflection 
by Joe Cruz

When you’re a philosophy professor, 
you often get asked what your personal 
“philosophy” is. Our philosopher ex-
plains why that’s not an easy question. 
Nor should it be.  

“�It�seems�to�me�our�lives�do�not�
unfold�solely�or�even�primarily�in�
response�to�principles�or�convic-
tion.�We’re�embedded�in�communi-
ties�and�traditions�that�guide�our�
choices….�This�seems�the�glorious�
truth�about�us,�and�it�is�a�source�of�
resilience,�resolve,�and�tranquility.”

9   Leave something of 
Yourself Behind 
by Barbara Pelissier

A 19th-century diary compels a 
woman to reevaluate how our culture 
deals with posterity and what our  
legacies will be.

“�In�reading�the�diary�that�a�widow�
kept�in�my�town�during�the�years�
1855-1873,�I�became�lost�in�a�world�
I�never�knew�existed.�Yet�it�had�ex-
isted,�and�right�up�the�road�from�my�
own�house!”

10.  Discovering the Global 
Popular Romance  
Community 
by Laurie Kahn

Go behind the scenes of the 
global phenomenon that is 
romance literature to see what 
makes it tick and who the 
women are behind and between 
its “covers.” 

“�Most�people�don’t�realize�
that�romance�novels—fic-
tion�written�by�women�
(95%�of�romance�authors�
are�women),�for�women�
(90.5%�of�the�readers�are�
women)—form�the�foun-
dation�of�an�economic�
powerhouse.”

5

The Romance Writers of America annual 
book signing, New York City, 2011. 

For its fifth anniversary, TPH has gotten a new look. 
The new banner uses a 19th-century illustration from 
the Aesop fable, “The Crow and the Pitcher,” in which 
a parched crow has the intelligent thought of putting 
stones in a pitcher to raise the water level so that he can 

drink it. As a metaphor for the value of the humanities, this one is powerful. Not only does everyone’s contributions matter, but 
only in making them do we find a way to quench our thirst for knowledge, know-how, and human fulfillment.

The new look for the Public humanist
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In 2012, Mass Humanities was awarded a  
prestigious Challenge Grant of $425,000  
from the National Endowment for the  
Humanities (NEH). To receive that support, 
Mass Humanities must raise an additional 
$1,275,000. We need your help!

Help�us�meet��
the�challenge…

Participants in The Clemente 
Course in the Humanities know 
the meaning of resilience. They 
have struggled with poverty their 
whole lives, and their dreams of 
furthering their education and 
participating fully in society have 
been impeded. But for the 400 
graduates of the 22 Clemente 
Courses Mass Humanities has of-
fered in Massachusetts, the study 
of literature, art, moral philosophy, 
and American history has provided 
a pivotal gateway from one reality 

The Power of  
The Clemente Course

Mass Humanities’s signature program is changing more than minds—it’s changing lives.
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What Will Your Donation Support?
 
Mass Humanities is devoted to extending the humanities to four 
important communities in the Commonwealth by:
 
1.  providing life-changing college courses to low-income adults  

(The Clemente Course)

2.  enhancing communication and critical thinking skills among  
family members using children’s literature  
(Family Adventures in Reading)

3.  deepening empathy and understanding among health care  
professionals (Literature and Medicine)

4.  nurturing grassroots humanities projects that reach under- 
served populations and operate in every corner of  
Massachusetts (the Engaging New Audiences Grant Program)

 

“ The humanities cultivate in the human spirit its most prized 
assets: curiosity, creativity, reflection, insight, and most impor-
tantly, the thoughtful actions that stem from these qualities. 
We’re living in a time where a thriving nation depends ever 
more urgently on its people asking questions, thinking in nu-
anced ways, and engaging with others to solve problems. That 
is the mindset of the humanities and the more communities 
we can reach with these gifts—and the more issues we engage 
with the humanities—the better off we will all be.”

—Executive Director David Tebaldi



“�Before�Clemente�I�would�just�give�up.�I�wasn’t�optimistic.�
Clemente�gave�me�the�ability�to�know�and�be�more�aware,�
improve�myself,�and�help�others.�It�opened�up�my�mind�
and�eyes.�Clemente�takes�away�the�shame�of�neglect,��
of�society’s�neglect,�of�other�people’s�neglect.”

—a Clemente Course graduate

to another. To use the students’ 
words: from “detached” to “aware,” 
“neglected to engaged,” “dormant 
to energized.” These adults have 
not only come to epitomize the 
transformative power of the hu-
manities but also the type of “new 
community” Mass Humanities 
wants to empower.
 
The Course provides students 
from disadvantaged backgrounds 
who are 17 and older the opportu-
nity to take tuition-free, college-

level instruction for college credit. 
Students are also given free books, 
carfare, and childcare to ensure 
there are no obstacles to complet-
ing the 110 hours of instruction the 
Course requires. Those who finish 
the Course receive transferable 
college credit, but in reality they 
receive so much more.
 
With your help, Mass Humanities 
will expand The Clemente Course 
to a total of six communities in 
Massachusetts.

The Power of  
The Clemente Course

Mass Humanities’s signature program is changing more than minds—it’s changing lives.

“ The reason for my donation 
is simple. It is to repay a debt 
that I owe to a lot of people 
whom I never met personally—
historians, novelists, poets, 
and philosophers—who along 
the way have helped me more 
carefully think about the  
issues of our times, understand 
more deeply what it means to 
be part of my family and my 
society, and provided endless 
opportunities to explore the full 
range of human experience.  
 
It is unworthy of me as a  
person, or us as a society, to 
deny that same opportunity 
to anyone simply because of 
where they live, how much 
they make, or how long they 
went to school. A contribution 
to Mass Humanities helps to  
assure that never happens. 
And it helps to  preserve the 
legacy of understanding and 
discourse that informed our 
nation at its beginning and is 
critical to its vitality today.”

— John Burgess
attorney  
philanthropist 
humanist

Martine Amazan ’10, a Clemente graduate, 
with her children.
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Ellen Fels Berkman of Brookline is an attorney 
in the Office of the General Counsel at Harvard 
University. Her current practice includes litigation, 
faculty and student affairs, research and regula-
tory issues, and collections issues for its museums 
and libraries. Prior to joining Harvard in 2004, 
Ellen was a partner at two firms and a law clerk to 

the Honorable Joyce Hens Green of the Federal District Court for 
Washington, DC. Ellen received her AB from Harvard College in 
Fine Arts and her JD from Columbia University School of law.

Alfred L. Griggs of Northampton attended Phil-
lips Andover Academy and graduated from the 
U.S. Naval Academy in 1963. He served as a naval 
aviator in the U.S. Marine Corps from 1963 to 
1968. Al received an MBA from Harvard Business 
School in 1970 and is a former Coca-Cola bottler. 
Al is a member of several boards including the 

Beveridge Family Foundation, Mary Hitchcock Memorial Hospital, 
and Dartmouth-Hitchcock Health. He is chairman of the board of 
trustees of the Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center and a member 
of the steering committee of leadership Pioneer Valley.  

Robert L. Pura of Greenfield is president of 
Greenfield Community College and a graduate of 
Miami-Dade Community College. After receiv-
ing his BA at the University of South Florida, 
Bob’s passion for the community college mission 
was reawakened by his academic pursuits at 
The University of Texas at Austin’s Community 

College leadership Program where he earned his Ph.D. Bob is on 
the boards of the Franklin County Chamber of Commerce and the 
Community Foundation of Western Massachusetts and is a former 
chair of the Massachusetts Community College Council. 

Tom Putnam of Arlington is director of the John 
F. Kennedy Presidential library and Museum. 
Tom first joined the Kennedy Presidential library 
in 1999 as director of education. A graduate 
of Bowdoin College and the Woodrow Wilson 
School of Public and International Affairs at 
Princeton University, Tom’s career has bridged 

the fields of education and government. Before joining the library, 
he directed a federally funded Upward Bound program in Western 
Massachusetts that helped low income high school students to be 
the first in their families to attend college.

Got Books?
This fall, join our Family Adventures in Reading (FAIR) program.

Karen Chace, a FAIR storyteller, says, “Technological 
advantages may have made our lives easier and more 
convenient, but they can also isolate families, preventing 
important face-to-face interactions. Although reading 
and spending family time together are the focuses 
of FAIR, I have witnessed families unite and new friend-
ships form. The positive repercussions of this program extend far into our 
communities and beyond.” Designed as a humanities-based reading program for 
children and their parents, FAIR operates as a 90-minute weekly gathering at a 
local library. Mass Humanities selects the reading material in consultation with 
children’s book experts and with an eye toward which stories lend themselves 
to exploration of character-building concepts such as courage, fairness, and 
persistence. learn more at our Web site!

Mass Humanities Welcomes Four New Board Members
At its June board meeting in New Bedford, Mass Humanities elected four new members to three-year 
terms on the foundation board. Two are from western Mass and two from the Greater Boston area.

Mass Humanities welcomes nominations for board 
membership, including self-nominations, at any time. 
Members serve once-renewable three-year terms. Nomi-
nees must live or work in Massachusetts and share a deep 
commitment to the public value of the humanities. Anyone 
interested in knowing more about the responsibilities and 
rewards of board service may contact Mass Humanities 
Executive Director David Tebaldi.

Five current members retired from the board this fall. They include 
Lois Brown of Belchertown, who has left Mount Holyoke College 
to accept an appointment at Wesleyan University; David Bryant of 
Brookline; Susan W. Leff of Boston, who served with distinction 
for eight years, including two years as chair of the board; Kent dur 
Russell of lunenberg; and Cynthia Terwilliger of Cambridge.

8
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greater boston
$10,000 to Documentary Education 
Resources in Watertown to fund A Song 
of Hope: The Life of Pauli Murray, an 
African-American woman who made his-
toric contributions to civil rights, women’s 
rights, and religious life in the U.S.

$5,000 to Friends of Mount Auburn Cem-
etery in Cambridge to support the develop-
ment of a walking trail brochure, Web site, 
and online exhibit focused on 19th- and 
20th-century African-American history in 
Boston, including the monuments of 14 
African-American citizens interred at the 
cemetery.

$10,000 to Filmmakers Collaborative in 
Waltham for a documentary about the larg-
est rent strike in American history, which 
took place in order to keep housing costs 
down in the Bronx. The planned film of-
fers a powerful parable to today’s housing 
controversies. 

$5,000 to Save the Harbor/Save the Bay in 
Boston to support narrated boat trips to 
Spectacle Island for underserved youth that 
blends explorations in archaeology, history, 
environmental philosophy, and civics.  

 ENA

Recent Grants   CCCC: Crisis, Community, and Civic Culture
 ENA: Engaging New Audiences

Several of the grants fall under special categories:
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We are proud to report that in the last grant round, Mass Humanities awarded more than $96,000 to 13 humanities 
projects around the Commonwealth. Films, programs for kids, exhibits, and provocative conversations on the issues 
of the day brought communities and people closer together in the name of better understanding the world and our 
place in it. Here is the breakdown by region:

“ this seed money is the key to 
jumpstarting our film about 
Pauli murray, a same gen-
der loving activist, lawyer, 
and priest who was ahead 
of her time. in an environ-
ment where historical films 
are difficult to fund, mass 
humanities’s support makes 
a vision into reality.”

—Margo Guernsey, producer/director

“ mount auburn’s african-american 
heritage trail will allow the Cem-
etery to share the stories of several 
remarkable individuals with its more 
than 200,000 annual visitors. We 
have been planning for this project 
for several years and are excited 
that it will be a reality in the near 
future. thank you, mass humanities, 
for believing in the merits of this 
important project.”

—Bree Harvey, vice president of external affairs, 
Mount Auburn Cemetery
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Photo�by�Irving�Savlowitz,�1972
Photos�courtesy�of�the�grantees.

“ this is the first outside  
funding that i’ve received 
and it’s reassuring and  
inspiring to now have the 
recognition of mass  
humanities and know  
that they believe in this  
project too.”

                  —Sarah Colt, filmmaker
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Central
$10,000 to the Worcester Art Museum for 
a public lecture series that will serve as a 
companion to its exhibit on conflicts in the 
United States from 1960 to 1974, such as the 
Kent State riot, Vietnam, and the women’s 
movement.  CCCC

$5,000 to the Higgins Armory in Worcester 
for a permanent exhibit on Bronze and  
Iron Age artifacts from the Mediterranean 
Basin. The exhibit will include arms and 
armaments but also everyday items that  
illuminate aspects of personal identity in  
the Ancient World.

Connecticut river valley
$5,000 to WMUA in Amherst for a six-part 
radio program that takes on contemporary 
issues concerning the cultural and historical 
role of the Connecticut River in the Pioneer 
Valley. The episodes will examine econom-
ics, the environment, and the river’s spiritual 
effects on the area.

$10,000 to The Northampton Arts Council 
to help fund What’s the Big Idea?, a program 
that uses popular film clips to teach middle 
school students lessons on ethics and phi-
losophy. Topics range from bullying to lying, 
friendship, and peer pressure.  ENA

$7,500 to The literacy Project in Greenfield 
to help fund a program that introduces adult 
education students to literature through po-
etry and creative writing workshops.  ENA

southeast
$10,000 to the New Bedford Historical Soci-
ety for a core exhibit examining the choices 
of citizens who harbored fugitives from 
slavery both before and after the Fugitive 
Slave Act of 1850, which made such sanctu-
ary illegal.  CCCC

$9,555 to Artists for Humanity in Brockton 
to support a summer class for underserved 
youth. The six-week intensive course will 
explore the history of Brockton through 
documentary photography.  ENA

Recent Grants continued

“ the ancient Identities exhibit sup-
ported by mass humanities fea-
tures Bronze and iron age arms 
and armor, jewelry, and everyday 
tools from 2000 b.c.e. to 100 c.e., 
as well as tactile interactives 
that focus on ancient mythology, 
geography, and the roles objects 
played in everyday life. We are 
excited to invite our visitors 
to explore the ancient world 
through the eyes of the farm-
ers and fishermen of egypt’s 
nile Delta, the philosophers of 
Greece, Celtic warriors, and 
the citizens of the Roman 
empire as they laid the foun-
dations of modern europe.”

               
       — Devon Kurtz, director of education,  

Higgins Armory Museum

“ The Writer’s voice is thrilled 
to have the backing of mass 
humanities for our project The 
river runs Through us. mass 
humanities’s generous support 
allows us to explore the artistic, 
cultural, and historical influence 
of the Connecticut River in ways 
we’ve never been able to before.”

                 — Drew Adamek, associate producer,  
The Writer’s Voice

“ i am so excited to have received 
a grant from mass humanities. 
We started gathering materi-
als and building this Web site 
almost two years ago, and since 
then the only complaint we ever 
heard was, ‘We want more!’ now 
that we have received the latest 
support from mass humanities, 
we can get back to our contacts 
at the schools and 
tell them the Web 
site will be complete 
by the end of the 
year! thank you!”

—Julie Akeret, filmmaker

“ We are very grateful to receive 
this award because the Literacy 
Project believes in providing our 
GeD students with a strong hu-
manities foundation. that founda-
tion allows them to develop their 
critical thinking skills, which are 
necessary for a successful life.”

        — Judith Roberts, executive director,  
The Literacy Project
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$5,000 to the Commu-
nity Economic Development 
Center in Southeastern, MA, 
to organize and hold a series 
of monthly community events 
on topics and issues related to 
the commercial fishing industry. 
The topics range from sustain-
ability to women in the industry. 

 ENA

  CCCC: Crisis, Community, and Civic Culture
 ENA: Engaging New Audiences

“�The�promise�of�the��

Mass�Humanities�trip�was�

that�we�would�not�be�tour-

ists�wandering�around�as�

outsiders.�Instead,�in�eight�

event-packed�days,�we�

explored�and�immersed�

ourselves�in�this�complex�

culture�sitting�off�America’s�

flank.�We�had�to�go�to�

Cuba.�You�do,�too.”

This winter, visit the  
other Caribbean.

masshumanities.org/Cuba

now reserving  
for Winter Trips!

squaring the Impact

Have we lost the ability to talk to 
each other? When so many of our  
nation’s problems require the give-
and-take of conversation, what do  
we lose if we lose the forums that 
have always brought us together? Mass Humanities has 
announced a new grant to reassert the necessity and value 
of the public square in resolving the issues that confront us 
today. This $25,000 grant will involve the collaboration of two 
(or more) organizations determined to build a “public square” 
around an important subject that addresses a crisis in our soci-
ety. And in so doing, multiply the impact of conversation on our 
collective culture. Square it, if you will.

This grant has a February, 2013 application deadline. Visit our 
Web site to learn about the details and how to apply.

outside Massachusetts
$4,000 to Ithaca College in 
Ithaca, Ny, for a feature 
documentary on the life and 
unknown stories of poet 
Elizabeth Bishop.

Cuba in Transition
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Save the Date 
2012 Fall Symposium

Mind the Gap
economic Inequality &  
our Democracy

Session 1:  The Causes and Effects of Increasing Economic Inequality
panelists:       Thomas Frank, historian and journalist; James k. galbraith, economist; 

scott Winship, economist and sociologist

Moderator:  Michael Jonas, public policy magazine editor

Session 2:  The Role of Education in Inequality in America
panelists:      andrew Delbanco, literary and social critic; Heather beth Johnson, sociologist; 

gail Mellow, college president
Moderator:   rhonda Cobham-sander, black studies and English professor

Session 3: What, If Anything, Should Be Done?
panelists:      glenn loury, economist; Timothy noah, journalist; Will Wilkinson, blogger
Moderator:  Mark santow, history professor

Panelists: Heather Beth Johnson, Thomas Frank, Glenn loury, Andrew Delbanco, and James K. Galbraith

Saturday, November 3, 12:30-5:00 PM
The Heights Room, Corcoran Commons
Boston College, Chestnut Hill Campus
 
Register and interact with us at:  
http://masshumanities.org/mhsymposium/

Following the symposium:
reimagining equality
 Featuring anita Hill
To Benefit the Public Humanities in Massachusetts
Details at http://masshumanities.org/mhsymposium/support/


