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Bomba de Aquí is a dance and music 
company that performs and teaches 
Afro-Puerto Rican traditions throughout 
western Massachusetts and the central 
Connecticut area. They provide workshops 
at public schools, colleges, churches and 
other community venues about the history 
and richness of Afro-Puerto Rican music 
and culture. Based in Holyoke, Bomba is 
a past Mass Humanities grantee who has 
performed at events with MH as well as 
MassCreative’s advocacy day in the State 
House.

By honoring Bomba, Mass Humanities 
celebrates the cultural life of Holyoke 
and the grassroots work of artists and 
organizers who use the humanities to 
preserve and replenish local culture.

About the awardees

Monte Belmonte and Kaliis Smith have 
become two of the most recognizable and 
community-centered voices in western 
Massachusetts through their daily radio show 
and podcast, New England Public Media’s The 
Fabulous 413. What makes them stand out is 
not just that they report on the region — they 
actively celebrate it. Their show focuses on the 
arts, agriculture, local history, music, activism, 
education, food, and the everyday people 
who shape life in the 413 area code. They 
describe the show as a kind of “Mister Rogers’ 
Neighborhood for grown-ups,” built around 
curiosity, kindness, and community connection. 

Monte is also deeply connected to the arts 
community. He serves as volunteer president 
of the board for the Shea Theater Arts Center 
in Turners Falls, reinforcing his longstanding 
commitment to local culture and creative 
expression.

Kaliis often brings an artist’s perspective to 
interviews and storytelling, helping spotlight 
underrepresented voices, local musicians, 
educators, organizers, and cultural leaders.

Monte Belmonte and Kaliis Smith 

Bomba de Aquí

Join us as Mass Humanities brings the Massachusetts Storyteller of the Year awards 
to Holyoke this year. The Storyteller award honors the artists, broadcasters, and com-
munity builders who uplift voices, illuminate western Massachusetts, and remind us 
that the humanities are as relevant as ever. Come dance, listen to music, connect with 
your community, and celebrate our 413 roots  in the heart of the Pioneer Valley.



Massachusetts Storyteller Awards

SPONSORSHIP LEVELS 

NARRATOR 
$5,000

SUPPORTER
$1,000

PATRON
$2,500

VISIONARY
$25,000

Your sponsorship keeps grassroots 
storytelling alive in Massachusetts.
Choose the level that fits your values and visibility goals. Every level helps 
sustain grassroots' storytelling and cultural vibrancy across Massachusetts.

LUMINARY
$10,000

12 tickets to the event and pre-event VIP reception
Featured ad in the online program
Premier logo placement in all event materials and signage
Recognition in press and from the stage
Brief remarks during the program
7 social media features

8 tickets to the event and pre-event VIP reception
Ad in the online program
Logo placement in all event materials and signage
Logo featured in pre- and post-event e-communications 
5 social media posts

6 tickets to the event and pre-event VIP reception
Ad in the online program
Logo placement in all event materials and signage
Logo featured in pre- and post-event e-communications 
3 social media posts

4 tickets to the event and pre-event VIP reception
Name listed in program
Name included in all event e-blasts
1 social media mention

2 tickets to the event and pre-event VIP reception
Name listed in program
Name included in all event e-blasts
Shared social media recognition with other sponsors

If you would like to make an in-kind donation
or have unique sponsorship objectives, 
we’ll work with you to craft a customized 
sponsorship package: 

Jillian Morgan 
Director of Development
413 203 6373 
jmorgan@masshumanities.org

Event website



7.2M$

160+ funded organizations in every 
corner of Massachusetts

Supported oral histories, communi-
ty archives, documentary films, and 
public dialogues

Reached libraries, cultural centers, 
and human service nonprofits that 
major funders often overlook

SINCE 2021
Mass Humanities has awarded

IN GRANTS

Stories build bridges 
between communities. 
Help us connect 
the commonwealth.
Mass Humanities has spent decades 
connecting people across the state to 
the stories, histories, and conversations 
that build stronger communities. This 
October, as we put down our roots in 
our new home in Holyoke, we’re asking 

partners like you to help carry that 
mission into its next chapter. This event 
is our chance to bring that story to new 
audiences and show what humanities 
make possible.  


